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DR. MYRA ELLEN JENKINS RETIRES · I YEAR EARLY
Today (July I, 1980) marks the retirement of one of New Mexico's most
respected and honored public employees - State Historian MYra Ellen
Jenkins.
Actually, Dr. Jenkins has been off the job for several weeks using up accrued leave, but her departure creates mixed feelings among her many
friends and acquaintances.
Instead of leaving amid acclaim and honor which she richly deserves, she
ends her many years of service amid controversy which strikes at the very
heart of what she has tried to do for so many years - getting the state to
recognize its obligation to preserve its heritage.
Dr. Jenkins began her career with the state in 1960 when she joined her
long-time supervisor Joe Halpin when the state Records Center was created.
She has been instrumental in the difficult job of assembling, cataloging
and microfilming all of the state's key historical documents dating back to
Spanish colonial times and including the state's territorial days.
In 1967 she became the state's first official historian and has served on or
as an adviser to many groups making public decisions about the fate of
historical documents, artifacts and sites.
Over these many years she has established herself as an authority on the
state's history and culture. As her stature has grown, she has become an influential figure throughout the region in the development of public policy
regarding historic preservation and research.
She considered an essential part of her job to be consultation service and
cooperation with the nation's academic community in the difficult and
tedious job of historical research.
Dr. Jenkins has been honored by many groups, including the news media,
for her dedication and invaluable assistance in providing research, confirming the accuracy of news stories and providing insight to historical
information.
I t was this kind of selfless service which won her the admiration and
respect of researchers, writers and newsmen throughout the state. She will
always have their heartfelt appreciation for this important work.
Over the years Dr. Jenkins has found herself in the middle of heated
debate concerning various actions and decisions affecting historic preservation. In the most recent case she was in the forefront of the successful move
to prevent the Museum of New Mexico Board of Regents from tearing down
the historic Hewett House next to the Fine Arts Museum to make room for a
new Indian Arts Museum.
In each case she remained true to her basic belief that the state has an
obligation to preserve its heritage at the expense of expediency or short
sightedness.
New Mexico's citizens will miss having her as a public servant. She makes
it perfectly clear that she will remain active in historical affairs and will be as
outspoken as ever.
Something must be said about the reason Dr. Jenkins decided to retire a
year earlier than she intended. It involves a disagreement between herself
and Halpin over the function and the future of the State Records Center.
She has bitterly criticized Center policy which allows researchers access
to microfilmed documents, but denies them access to the original material.
She also has attempted to reverse a Center decision to destroy permanent
records, which have been microfilmed, but which she believes should be
retained.
Dr. Jenkins is the first to admit that this is not a black or white issue.
New Mexico, as are all governments, is being inundated in paper. Each
year the job of managing records gets bigger, costs more money and requires
more space. This is a problem which occurs regularly throughout the nation

1980 ANNUAL MEETING - HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
Reporter: Thomas E. Chavez
The Chavez County Historical
Society were our hosts for the 1980
Conference of the Historical Society
of New Mexico. They provided excellent local arrangements for the
meeting in Roswell, including a Friday night reception at the South
Spring Ranch.
A total of 224 registered for the
meeting and all sessions were well
attended. Six book tables offered a
variety of historical publications for
sale, and an active and lively auction
drew many bids for excellent reference material, including out-of-print
items.
A t the business meeting, the
membership voted to hold a joint
meeting with the Texas State
Historical Association at EI Paso in
March 1981. Dr. Larry Hill, the program chairman for the Texas society
attended our meeting to discuss
plans for next year.

The following were elected to the
Board of Directors, each for a term
of three years:
Thomas E. Chavez, Santa Fe
Jacqueline Otero, Albuquerque
Spencer Wilson, Socorro
Nancy Robertson, Raton
A t the banquet, the following,
some of whom were not able to be
present, received the Cultural Properties Review Committee Annual
Historic Preservation Awards for
1979:
The Museum of Albuquerque - for
the restoration of the 19th century
horse car.
Robert B. Collins, Attorney . for his
prosecution of illegal pot-hunters
and his contributions to historic
preservation law.
University of New Mexico - for efforts to preserve historic Hodgin
Hall (on the campus).
Spencer Wilson - for developing the

Juan Rios, THE NEW MEXICAN, photographer

as officials, pressed for space and money, try to decide what to keep and
what to throw out.
She says about 90 percent of the material received by the Records Center
should be destroyed after being kept the time required by law. Also, she says
that it is sufficient that a large amount of so-called permanent records be
retained only as microfilm.
What disturbs ,her is a state law which allows properly certified microfilm
to serve as a substitute for original documents. This has opened the door to
possible destruction of records which she believes should be preserved.
She is also concerned that the Records Center is placing too much emphasis on records management at the expense of what she considers its other
essential function - service and access to researchers.
We're not sure who is right. But it is obvious that a well-respected, career
public employee, who is a professional and an acknowledged authority on
history, has resigned because she could not support decisions being made
concerning public records.
That tells us that both the public and state officials need to take a second
look. We need to see if we are meeting our responsibility to historical preservation. We also need to ask if we are providing the records center with the
resources and policies to do both its jobs - maintaining records and providing access to researchers who should be allowed to use them.

This Editorial appeared in the Santa Fe New Mexican, July 1, 1980. It was
written by Robert Storey, Editorial Page writer. 0
comprehensive historic preservation
plan for the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, for continuing liaison
as New Mexico representative to the
National Trust, and for six years of
historical guidance on the Cultural
Properties Review Committee.
The Kaiser Steel Company - for its
support of archeological investigations in the York Canyon mine
areas.
George Clayton Pearl - for his
dedication in ten years of service on
't he Cultural Properties Review
Committee, and for his many contributions throughout the years in
preserving and restoring architectural properties.
Marc Simmons - for his many excellently researched historical
publications over the years on facets
of New Mexico history, including his
New Mexico, A Bicentennial History, and for ten years of service in
historical contributions to the
Cultural Properties Review

Committee.
Walter Harris - for complete and
authentic restoration of Albuquerque's 19th century horsecar.
The Enchanted Painters - for complete and authentic restoration of
Albuquerque's 19th century horsecar.
John P. Conron - for his contributions to state, national, and international historic preservation organizations; as restoration architect, as
editor and author of historic preservation publications, and for providing ten years of architectural expertise on the Cultural Properties
Review Committee.
Lester B . Urichell - for his many
trips over the past years from Kansas to contribute his time and ability
to the rehabilitation of rolling stock
on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad.
The Alumni Associations UNM - for
efforts to preserve historic Hodgin
Hall. D
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BISTORICAL SOCIETY POSTER PBOTOGRAPB mENTlFlED

TBEY PASSED BY BERE TOO:
Mary Tibbles McPherson
by Fern Lyon

The 1980 Conference poster photograph (above) was taken in 1889 at a
roundup on the VV Ranch near Fort Stanton, New Mexico. On a copy found
among Eugene Manlove Rhodes' papers, Rhodes had scrawled: "Pete
Burleson with quirt. I met Uncle Pete near Lincoln. He was indicted for
stealing a span of mules, sezzi. 'Hello, Uncle Pete. How is your fine case coming?' 'Oh; fine, fine. Got witness to prove I bought 'em in good faith. ' Then
his face clouded a little. 'Only one thing bothers me. I don't know yet which
mules they were. "
Pete Burleson had been Sheriff of Colfax County; He was replaced by
Mason T. Bowman in the election of 1882.

•
CALVIN BORN ESSAY WINNERS
Four New Mexico High School
Seniors have been chosen as winners
in the annual Calvin Horn Historical
Essay Contest. As a result, each will
receive a tuition scholarship to the
New Mexico state university of his
or her choice. This yearly competition, sponsored by Albuquerque
businessman and UNM Regent
Calvin Horn, is held to develop interest in the unique history of the
state. The editorial board members
of the New Mexico Historical
Review serve as judges.
The winning essays in the 1980
contest include papers dealing with
the Hispanic heritage, minor ethnic
groups, prisoners of war and pioneer
farming. Each consists of research
followed by composition of an
original essay concerning any facet
of state history. The research proj ects are encouraged by local
teachers. Those who have been particularly helpful in stimulating these
winners are Randall Gaylor of Las
Vegas, Susan Frye of Albuquerque,
and Carolyn Ironsides of Dexter.
Winner Lisa Kindrick of Rio
Grande High School used oral interviews, government documents, local
newspapers and appropriate secondary sources to present "A Portrait
of a Bean Farmer," the story of early 20th century life in the Estancia
Valley. Her model was her grandfather, Charles W. Kindrick of Moriarity. She plans to attend UNM.
In "Prisoners of War in New Mexico," Larry Dan Benedict of Dexter
High brings back life to the days of
World War II when the place where
he now resides was a confinement
camp. This essay using newspaper
and periodical sources relates the
story of German, I talian and
Japanese POWs in New Mexico. He
will enroll at NMSU.
The saga of "Jews on the Western
Frontier: La Vegas, N.M." was prepared by Victoria Rogen of Robertson High School in Las Vegas. It recounts the activities of a significant
ethnic minority in the northeastern
part of the state by using various
oral interviews supported by newspaper accounts of Jewish activity.
She will become a freshman at
ENMU.
"The San Pedro Grant: La
Madera" written by Janet R.
Pawley of Albuquerque, a Highland
High School senior, tells of the heyday and decline of a small Hispanic
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village on the eastern slope of the
Sandia Mountains. Oral interviews,
land grant manuscripts and photographs capture a page of pastoral
New Mexican history. Her choice of
schools is UNM. 0
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EMBUDO
IN
NORTBERN NEW MEXICO
Why so lIony and where are they?
by Helen G. Blumenscheim

There has been confusion amongst
historians in trying to locate the
various named Embudos in northern
New Mexico. This article will locate
several places named Embudo, some
of them 35 miles apart.
Let us first understand the meaning of Embudo. In a Spanish dictionary it means "funnel;" from my
lengthy observation it means "box
canyon."
1. Embudo Post Office, 1980, is
located on the east side of Highway
68 (previously Federal Highway 64),
south of the Embudo River. This is
on your way to Taos between
Velarde and Taos, New Mexico.
2. Present-day geological maps do
not help you to find Embudo Mountains, for instance. This designation
is on the tombstone in the Kit Carson Cemetary in Taos over what
must be a mass grave for the 22 victims of an Apache attack on the 1st
Dragoons from Cantonment
Burgwin, under 1st Lt. Davidson in
1854, March 30.
By looking at the Miera Pacheco
map of 1779, you will find Embudo
east of La J oya (now Velarde), east
of the Rio Bravo del Norte or just
Rio del Norte, now the Rio Grande.l
The funnel-shaped mountains
within the present Picuris Mountains are a good place to get lost or
to hide in as the Apaches did in
1854. The best way to understand
that battle is to walk the terrain.
The Battle of Embudo Mountains is
now called the Battle of Cieneguilla,
since present Pilar, previous to the
1920s, used to be named
Cieneguillas (sometimes spelled
with an "S" in old mapsl.f
3. What I call Embudo Pass is on
the march Captain Burgwin took
from present-day Velarde to Dixon
(Continued on page 4) c::;=

In the fall of 1874, Mary Tibbles
McPherson (she signed her name
Mary E. McPherson) left Iowa to
spend Christmas with her first-born
grandchild out in Cimarron, Territory of New Mexico. Her daughter
Ada lived there at the headquarters
of something called the Maxwell
Land Grant. The grant was three
times as big as an Iowa county and
Ada's husband, William R.
Morley,was its general manager.
Mary McPherson wasn't your typical doting grandmother. She hardly
had time for more than a cursory
glance at baby Agnes Morley before
she was up to her bustle in the Colfax County War. Some say if she
had stayed in Iowa there might not
have been a Colfax county war, but
that seems unfair.
All the ingredients were there long
before Mrs. McPherson: the huge
English-Dutch owned Maxwell
spread of dubious legal title; ambitious local officials backed by a
Territorial "Ring" with designs on
the Maxwell (and most other New
Mexico land grants); rugged miners
and ranchers settling up the country
and encroaching on the Maxwell; a
chivalrous but irritable gun-toter
named Clay Allison; and an idealistic Methodist preacher named F.J.
Tolby. The Rev. Mr. Tolby was bent
on reform in general and help for
downtrodden local Indians in particular. He proposed giving the Indians a big hunk of the Maxwell
Land Grant. His proposal was not
universally popular, but his courage
and zeal were generally admired.
Mary McPherson was a crusader.
Her brother Thomas Henry 'I'ibbles,
a Methodist preacher in Nebraska,
had made quite a name for himself
as a defender of Indians, a Populist
editor and general reformer. The late
Judge Marcus McPherson, Mary's
husband, had been a firey abolitionist and temperance advocate.
The Rev. Mr. Tolby was her kind of
man.
By spring of 1875 both Mrs.
McPherson and Mr. Tolby were in
high gear. His sermons and his letters to the New York Sun about Colfax county conditions were raising
considerable furor. Mrs. McPherson
herself, according to her greatgrandson Norman Cleaveland,
"took pen in hand and wrote a
scathing letter to Washington
blasting the Federal officials in control of the Territory."
Things started happening fast.
Daughter Ada, alarmed at her
mother's audacity, unceremoniously
snatched the letter from the make-

shift Cimarron post office.
U.S . Attorney Thomas B. Catron
had Ada indicted for robbing the
U.S. Post Office - "with force and
arms, " the indictment reads. (That
does seem unlikely.)
Clay Allison threw in with the
Morleys. "If Mrs. Morley is ever
brought to trial," he is reported to
have said, "not one man will leave
the courtroom alive."
The body of the Rev. Mr. Tolby
was found shot dead in Cimarron
Canyon.
Fellow Methodist minister, Oscar
McMaines, pinned the blame on one
Cruz Vega.
Cruz Vega was lynched by a mob
led by Clay Allison.
McMains was j ailed for the
murder of Vega.
Vega's uncle, Francisco Griego,
went after Allison in a Cimarron
saloon. Clay Allison shot him dead.
Mary McPherson headed East for
help.
Her daughter, her son-in-law, even
Oscar McMaines tried to calm her
down. Nothing could stop Mary
McPherson.
Methodist bishops and the Methodist Board of Missions proved
uncooperative. Mrs. McPherson
gave up on them and headed for
Washington. When her forays on the
Department of the Interior (in
charge of Territorial affairs) got
nowhere, she went to The Top.
President Hayes had been inundated with complaints and explanations from all over New Mexico. A
County War had also broken out
down in Lincoln County. Mrs.
McPherson's charges, legal documents and letters supplemented by
these other New Mexico missives
and newspaper accounts persuaded
the President to ·send ··a . special
agent, Judge Frank Warner Angel
of New York, to investigate the
whole mess out there in that Territory.
Judge Angel must have talked to
Mrs. McPherson before he left
Washington. Although he noted
privately that he considered her
"not reliable," he kept her accusations in mind during his tour of
duty.
After that there were a lot of
changes in New Mexico. Territorial
Governor Samuel B. Axtell was
dismissed. U.S. Attorney Thomas
Catron resigned. Ada Morley was
never tried for robbing the Post Office. Oscar McMaines was let out of
j ail. Clay Allison got married and
settled down. The President sent
Lew Wallace out to govern New
Mexico properly (he wrote Ben Hur
in his spare time.)
As for Mary Tibbles McPherson,
all trace of her disappears about this
time. Her worthy great-grandchildren, Loraine Lavender (former
Historical Society state president,
as you know) and Norman
Cleaveland, thirik she must have
died soon after she left Washington.
They surmise that if Mary McPherson had been alive later she would
have been heard from. They are undoubtedly right. D
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COLONIAL NEW MEXICO
FOUNDATION TO BOLD
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Mary Tibbles McPherson

The Colonial New Mexico Historical Foundation will hold its
Harvest Festival on October 4 & 5
at EI Rancho de Las Golondrinas. A
48 page guidebook to the museum
and its exhibits is available at $3.50,
including postage. 0

THE RODRIGUEZ EXPEDITION OF THE
15805
by Albert H. Schroeder

A talk presented during the current Santa Fe Historical Society lecture series, June 2, 1980.
What was going on in the 1580s?
Quite a bit in what is now the United
States. In 1580, Pedro Menendez de
Margusz, Governor of Florida,
marched north out of St. Augustine
against Indians, who, with the
French, were a threat to the colony
(Billington 1949:25). By this time
French fisherman in the Newfoundland area were sailing up the
St. Lawrence River to obtain furs
from Indians (Ibid.: 30; Sauer
1971:242ff). The English were seeking a northwest passage through the
polar area (Sauer 1971:246), and
their attempts to colonize Roanoke
Island failed in the mid-1580s (Ibid. :
254ff). Sir Francis Drake in 1586
destroyed St. Augustine to the
south of Roanoke Island (Ibid.). In
the Southwest, Spain had been exploring the land of the Pueblos.
Cabeza de Vaca, whose escape out of
Texas in the 1530s led him into Mexico, never entered New Mexico, but
he heard stories of Indians who lived
in many storied pueblos and raised
crops, including cotton (Krieger
1961). Fray Marcos de Niza in 1539,
sent to investigate these reports, obtained a glimpse of one of the Zuni
Pueblos and returned south in double time (Hammond and Rey 1940).
The expedition of Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in 1540-42 was the
first to leave a record of the Pueblo
country. The lack of wealth and
minerals discouraged further attempts to exploit the region. In 1563
to 1573, however, Francisco de
Ibarra explored northern Mexico, including Sonora and Chihuahua. The
mineral deposits at Inds in
Chihuahua led to its settlement in
1567s and at nearby Santa Barbara
in the San Bartol6me Valley later
that year (Mecham 1927: 127M 189).
Slaving expeditions out of this area
brought back rumors of well settled
Indian communities which came to
the attention of a local Franciscan,
Fray Augustin Rodriquez. In 1580,
he went to Mexico City, seeking permission to check on these reports,
and his request was granted (Hammond and Rey 1929).
.
On June 5, 1581, he left Santa
Barbara accompanied by 2 other
friars, 9 soldiers under Francisco
Sanchez Chamuscado, and 19 Indians with 600 stock, 90 horses, provisions, and items to trade (Hammond and Rey 1927: 4). They blazed
a new route into the Southwest,
traveling down the Conchos River to
its junction with the Rio Grande
near Presidio, Texas and up the latter into Pueblo country.
After passing through the land of
the hunting and gathering Conchos
Indians along the river of the same
name, and another group called
Raya or Rayado ("striped," because
of the custom of painting their
bodies), they met the Cabris, who
lived near the junction with the Rio
Grande. These people spoke a
language different from the Conchos, and complained of Spanish
slave raiders under Francisco de
Ibarra. When asked about reports of
clothed people who farmed and lived
in many dwellings, the Cabris told
them that they lived very far away.
Just before reaching the Rio
Grande, other striped Indians came
to meet them in response to advance

scouts that had been sent out. These
Indians also mentioned clothed people who spoke the Mexican language
(Uto-Aztecan), lived in large houses,
and grew crops and cotton who
could be reached by going north up
the nearby river. On reaching the
Rio Grande, similar Indians, living
in a permanent village of eight
jacales housing more than 300 people, were met (Hammond and Rey
1927: 13-18).
Here, one Indian had a piece of
copper tied around his neck with a
cotton string and another had a
"copper sleigh bell" which they said
came from the west (Ibid.: 19). The
bell probably was similar to those
found in prehistoric Southwestern
sites which are known to have been
traded north from the west coast of
Mexico. Coral from the sea, bison
hides, and turquoise also were
. noted, illustrating the extent of
trade involved. Further evidence of
long range contacts is a three foot
long iron bar in the possession of one
Indian. This was said to have been
obtained from the direction of the
clothed people (Ibid.: 19-20). Interesting enough, in 1565, while
among the Nebomes in the upper
Yaqui Valley of Sonora on the west
side of the Sierra Madre, directly
west of the Conchos drainage,
Ibarra's party remarked that the Indians attempted to obtain iron from
the Spaniards (Mecham 1927: 167).
In short, everything points to these
people obtaining material from the
west coast along a trade route
across the Sierra Madre that probably also functioned during the
days of the Casas Grandes culture in
late prehistoric time (DiPeso 1974:
(8) fig. 190.8).
These striped Indians also told the
Spaniards that "thirteen days from
the Concepcion (Rio Grande) River,
marching upstream, were many
clothed people" with crops, turkeys,
cotton, and bison hides, who were
said to speak the Mexican language
and who lived in high houses with
stairways. Though these Rayados
had not been to the land of the clothed people, they had heard about
them a long time ago from the
native people who hunted buffalos
(Hammond and Rey 1927: 19; 1928:
279-281). These hunters lived east of
the Sierra Madre some distance
north of the Rayados and probably
were the Janos of historic times,
referred to as Querechos by Ibarra
(Mecha, 1927: 175). These directions, stating that the clothed people were away from the Rio Grande
13 days as Indians travel, may well
have referred to the Jovas or Opatas
who speak the Uto-Aztecan language and lived along the Chihuahua-Sonora border (Schroeder 1969).
According to reports from Ibarra's
trip, Indians in that region had large
pueblos, one of which was "built like
a fort" and held 600 warriors
(Mecham 1927: 170). Cabeza de Vaca
referred to these same people west of
the nomads between the Rio Grande
and the Sierra Madre as "the maize
people," also thought to be Opatas.
(Krieger 1961: 9).
The Rayados near the ConchosRio Grande junction also mentioned
that a long time ago four Spaniards
passed through here, whom the
Rodriguez party identified as
Cabeza de Vaca and his companions
(Hammond and Rey 1927: 20). It
also was here that Cabeza de Vaca
was informed that to reach the clothed people he would have to ascend
the Rio Grande valley 15 or 17 days

and then turn west (Krieger 1961:
468-470). Rodriguez, after traveling
18 days was informed he was five
days from the clothed people. Two
days beyond, he was told by people
who had seen the clothed people that
it was "seven day distant" to the
villages but they would meet them
in three days. The Spaniards continued upriver 15 or 18 more days
through 70 leagues of uninhabited
country (Hammond and Rey 1927:
22-23).
It appears that the Spaniards
were at a disadvantage, having lost
their guides and interpreters before
reaching the Indians who indicated
that it was seven days to the clothed
people. Perhaps they meant to the
west rather than up the river. As
late as 1626, Fray Zarate Salmer6n
reported that 80 leagues before
reaching New Mexico, some 50 miles
or more south of EI Paso, and two
days journey from the Rio Grande
and the Camino Real, which was
west of the river, one hears of many
pueblos, crops, and fine mantas, a
few of which he obtained. These people, he said, were the Cojoyas
(Opatas) who came from the west
with the Gorretas (little caps,
because of cutting their hair in the
form of a skull cap), who were their
neighbors to the east (either Janos
or Mansos), to visit the Spaniards.
The southern neighbors of the Cojoyas were the Conchos (Milich
1966: 94-95). In short, had the
Spaniards understood the Indians
and turned west, they would have
passed among the buffalo hunting
people on the way to the Opatas, as
did Cabeza de Vaca in 1535 and
Ibarra in the reverse direction in
1563. It would appear that this not
only was a known route for the Indians to cross the mountains but a
long established trade route.
At the point some 70 leagues
north of the last Indians met on the
Rio Grande, some of the Rodriguez
party followed a trail away from the
river to the foot of a mountain. Here
they found some Indians in two
camps, but they fled. On returning
to the river, however, they found an
Indian who informed them of
pueblos up river a short distance.
The first pueblo encountered, probably a little below present San
Marcial, was built "of mud walls
and adobes" and was in ruin, but the
next day they reached another
which was three stories high with
the nearby fields planted in corn,
beans, calabashes and cotton. In the
pueblo they found rooms with
whitewashed walls decorated with
paintings of animals, persons, and
"monsters. " Many turkeys and
painted vessels of different forms
also were noted. The Spaniards commented that these people showed
more neatness and care in their
houses than their Mexican counterparts at the time of their conquest.
Rodriquez learned that there were
20 or more pueblos in this nation
(Piros) and that they were at war
with another upstream (Tiwas).
These people ate buffalo meat and
turkey, many of the latter being
kept in pens that held 100 (Hammond and Rey 1927: 24-26).
After passing many Piro Pueblos,
the party journeyed to the Tiwa
country whose pueblos, like all
others encountered, were given
Spanish names, and the numbers of
houses and stories of each were
specified. These pueblos were built
up with narrow mud walls, and
"they make adobes for the doorways." The houses were reached by
movable ladders which were taken

up at night because "they wage war
with one another." Pine and willow
logs 10 to 12 feet long were used in
the construction of roofs.
The men wore their hair cut like a
skull cap though others wore it to
shoulder length. The women had
long hair, wore colored and embroidered cotton skirts and a
painted blanket above fastened at
the shoulders like those of the men's
shirts. A cotton sash with tassels
served as a belt. Some men wore
only a painted cotton type of breech
cloth. Crops were tended by the
men; women prepared the food and
made pottery (Ibid.: 27).
In the Galisteo Basin, south of
Santa Fe, they visited the Keres of
San Marcos Pueblo and the nearby
mineral deposits. Some of these people painted their bodies.
Father Fray Juan de Santa Maria,
enthused by what had been seen up
to this point, decided to return south
to report on what had been
discovered, much against the will of
the party (Ibid.: 37). It was a while
in the Galisteo Basin that Rodriguez
also learned about the buffalo and
people of the plains, who also were
enemies of these pueblos, yet traded
buffalo hides and meat with them
(Ibid.: 28-29).
Leaving the Galisteo Ranch, the
Spaniards went several days into
the plains and came upon a rancheria of 50 tipis. These people
(Apaches) sustained themselves on
buffalos and used dogs to carry
loads of 50 to 75 pounds (Ibid.:
30-32).
On their return from the plains to
the Galisteo Basin, the Spaniards
asked for provisions which the Indians before had been so willing to
give. At the stone pueblos they called Piedra Ita (San Cristobal), the Indians refused. However, a few shots
from the arquebuses brought results. This turnabout of not freely
giving food undoubtedly was related
to the death of the good father Fray
Santa Maria, who had departed
south prior to the trip into the
plains.
According to the Gallegos' journal, Fray Juan de Santa Maria had
been followed by some of the Tano
Indians for two or three days and he
met martyrdom in the Sierra
Morena (Manzanos) to the south
(Ibid.: 38). Antonio Espejo's report
of his exploratory trip the following
year states that the Magrias (Tompiros) of the saline area had killed
him (Bolton 1952: 181). Additional
trouble for the Rodriguez expedition
took place in the Galisteo Basin. At
Malag6n (San Lazaro), the Tanos
had killed three of the Spaniards'
horses, and the Spaniards decided to
retaliate. They captured eight Indians and returned to their camp at
Malpartida (San Marcos) where they
went through the motions to behead
their captives in front of the Indians. Through a prearranged plan,
since the friars planned to remain in
New Mexico and they wanted the
Indians to think well of them, the .
friars ran out to save the Indians at
the last minute (Hammond and Rey
1927: 39-41). As the Espejo expedition later reported, unfortunately,
the friars met martyrdom among
the Tiwas after Rodriguez left New
Mexico (Hammond and Rey 1929:
80).
Though the extant journals do not
indica te the order in which
Rodriguez visited the other pueblos,
they saw the Keres pueblos along
Jemez Creek and north to Santo
Domingo. Also seen were pueblos
(Continued on page 4) c::::r
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(Continued from page 3)
along Tonque Arroyo on the north
end of the Sandias where the party
learned that three days beyond and
to the smith were another 13 pueblos
(Tompiros on the west side of the
mountains, Schroeder 1964). Also
mentioned are five pueblos in the
salines on the east side of the Manzanos, which, evidently, the Spaniards did not realize were among the
13 pueblos mentioned while they
were on Tonque Arroyo. Only one
Jemez pueblo was seen, but the Indians there told them of 13 more to
the north. Acoma and the Zuni
villages also were seen, all, for some
reason, being referred to by their
native names (see Schroeder 1980
for tentative identification of all of
the pueblos visited). At Zuni, the Indians told them of five Hopi pueblos
which they did not visit.
Among the customs practiced by
the Pueblo Indians were three or
more day festivals held for marriages over which an old man presided. The couple was given a house, 2
to 3 stories high with 8 or 10 rooms,
by the bride's parents. In the marriage ceremony, food preparation
items were placed before the bride
and a hoe and weapons in front of
the groom who also was given land
to plant (Hammond and Rey 1927:
43-44).

One dance, for the purpose of
bringing rain when irrigation water
was low, is described. Rattlesnakes
and prayer sticks played an important part as did whipping. Oddly
enough, the report on the expedition
noted that the dance occurred at intervals, beginning in December
(Ibid.:42-43). Since the Rodriguez
party reached the first Piro Pueblo
on August 21,1581 and departed for
Mexico on January 3,1582, it seems
strange that only a rain dance would
be described and no mention made
of any masked dances.
After leaving the two remaining
friars, Augustin Rodriguez and
Francisco L6pez, 'at the Pueblo of
Puaray in the Bernalillo area,
Rodriguez went down the Rio
Grande, and 20 leagues from the
"said province, " six settlements and
mineral deposits were found in a
place with abundant water and
timber (Ibid.: 53). This would place
them near the area of the HillsboroKingston, New Mexico mining region which is about 20 leagues below
the southernmost Piro village.
Chamuscado, who was ill on the return trip, died near the end of the
journey and was buried in the upper
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Conchos River drainage area (Ibid.:
55).
After their arrival in Santa Barbara, the reports of mineral and missionary potential generated further
interest in the northern frontier.
However, the Franciscan fathers
were immediately much more concerned with the fate of the two friars
who had remained at Puaray. A
small group was quickly put together, organized under Antonio de
Espejo, and they left the Santa Barbara in November 1852, only to find
that the friars had been killed (Hammond and Rey 1929).
Other items of interest generated
by the Rodriguez expedition include
the reported differences in the
pueblo structures. Those of the
Piros were reported to be of mud and
all but the first pueblo were said to
be two stories high. The Tiwas just
north of them built 2 to 3 stories
high with like material. The remaining groups visited, judging by the
few statements in the journals and
on the identificaion of the ruins in
their areas, appear to have been
mostly taller and built of stone, with
the possible exception of the Keres.
Also of interest is the lack of mention of any nomadic tribes in or
around the pueblos except in the
nearby plain to the east, duplicating
the evidence specifically mentioned
by one of the journals of the earlier
Coronado expedition (Hammond
and Rey 1940: 259). Like the Coronado entry, no mention is made of
masked dances. A year later, however, reports on the Espejo expedition note many masks for dances
and ceremonies among the Tiwas
and "peaceful Indian mountaineers"
near the site of present Laguna
Pueblo '(Hammond and Rey 1929:
79,86).
Another oddity of these first three
expeditions was the failure to visit
the Tewas north of the Keres. Coronado's men did contact San Juan
Pueblo and Yuque Yunque across
the river from San Juan, only
because they went from Jemez along
the Pajarito Plateau enroute to
Taos. Did the canyon of the Rio
Grande north of Cochiti deter them?
A.H.S.
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RESEARCH CENTER

The Chavez County Historical
Society, Inc., has been developing
its researh center, "The Pecos
Valley Collection," at its historical
museum with the aid of Mr. Elvis E.
Fleming and some of his students
from the Roswell Campus of the
University of New Mexico. Numerous photographs, periodicals,
manuscripts, newspapers, tape
recordings, and archival materials
are being catalogued in the process.
This source material should prove to be a most valuable reference for
future research purposes. 0

..,.. -

BETTY WOODS RESIGNS
We regret to report that Mrs. Clee
Woods of Albuquerque has resigned
from the Society's Board of Directors due to health reasons. She had
served as secretary and contributed
much of her time to Society affairs.
At the January 26 Board meeting,
Mr. Luke Lyon of Los Alamos, on
the recommendation of the nominating committee, was selected to fill
the remainder of Mrs. Woods 'term.
His interest in and knowledge of
New Mexico history will be a real
asset to the Board. 0

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING EARLY
Give memberships in your New
Mexico Historical Society to your
friends.

EMBUDO

(Continued from page 2)
(4 miles). The pass is about 3 miles
east of Velarde. This route is well
defined on the 1847 map of Col.
Price shown in my Historic Roads &
Trails to Taos (see bibliography).
4. There is a highway sign on the
west side of Highway 68 to Taos,
just beyond the town of Velarde,
and it says "Don Diego de Vargas
fought the Taos Indians at this Embudo." In the 1696 de Vargas
military journal you will read that
on his third expedition to Taos, he
fought them in the "Embudo of the
mountain" near the Taos Pueblo!
This is some 35 miles from the sign!
'5. The old D & RGW Railroad
station, Embudo (1881 - 1941), is today private property and crossing
the Rio Grande to it from Hiway 68
is a fine old wooden bridge, which
should be designated an Historical
Landmark. The old R.R. watertower
is also still there. This is 2 miles
downstream from Embudo P.O.

H.G.B.
1 See Bibliography, Carl I. Wheat, Mapping
the Transmississippi West.
2 See Bibliography for Robert W. Frazer's article on above in "L a Cronica de Nuevo Mexico, March 1980, issue No.9.
It
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS
The Society takes pleasure in
welcoming three new Life Members
who have joined other distinguished
citizens in aiding the Society in its
efforts to preserve the historical
heritage of our state. The 1979 Life
Members are Mr. John Gaw Meem,
the well-known architect who lives
in Santa Fe, and Mr. John H. Lyman
and his wife Patricia of Las Cruces.
An article by Dr. MYra Ellen
Jenkins discussing the life and architectural career of John Gaw
Meem is featured in the MarchiApril
1980 issue of New Mexico Architecture magazine. 0
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THE RATON SOCIETY
Friends of Raton Anthropology,
Archaeological, and Historical
Society is in the process of compiling local geneological records. This
project will provide an excellent
base for any historical research
undertaken in the Raton region. 0
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